
As you enjoy summer remember to 
appreciate all of nature and give thanks for 
the beauty and complexity of it’s design.
Our sanctuary is open for worship but due 
to COVID-19 our classes and meetings 
are still via Zoom. Our worship service is 
also streamed LIVE Sunday morning on 
YouTube while previous videos can be 
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Tower Tidings

Marvel in the power of God...
viewed anytime on our YouTube Channel. 
Visit our Church Updates page for any 
changes. If you have anyone who needs our 
prayers please submit a request online for 
our prayer team. Stay healthy! If you have 
any trouble accessing any of our activities or 
have challenges using technology call Pastor 
Kregg 216-882-8555 and he can connect 
you with someone who can help!

Amazing 
Summer!
“The Lord on high is mightier
Than the noise of many waters,
Than the mighty waves of the sea.” 
Psalm 93:4

God’s strength and might far 
exceeds storms that come your 
way. When a storm crashes into 
your life – keep your eyes on 
God and not on the waves. The 
power in that tsunami is nothing 
compared to the power of God.
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Love it or hate it, the new name for the Cleveland 
Indians will be the Cleveland Guardians. According to 
the Major League web page of the Cleveland Guardians 
(formerly Indians), the new name comes from something 
very old and part of Cleveland’s rich history- the Hope 
Memorial Bridge.  “Stretching nearly a mile across the 
Cuyahoga River in downtown Cleveland, it stands just 
outside of the ballpark. It first opened in 1932 and was 
originally known as the Lorain-Carnegie Bridge. Designed 
by engineers Wilbur J. Watson & Associates and Frank 
Walker, the bridge was curved at the lower edge of its 
trusses to give it an arched appearance. The major 
architectural feature, however, is four massive stone 
pylons of eight figures representing the Guardians of 
Traffic, which were designed by Walker and sculpted by 
Henry Hering. Each Guardian holds a different vehicle 
including a covered wagon, stagecoach and 1930s  
automobile.”

“While inspired by the iconic sculptures of the Hope 
Memorial Bridge, our Guardians name is a reflection of 
the traits we, as Clevelanders, take pride in the most—
fierce loyalty, unwavering support, and a resolve to stand 
side by side through thick and thin. As a team, as an 
organization, as citizens of Cleveland, we hope to protect 
and preserve all that we love about this city.”

Perhaps we should ask Cleveland fans to think about 
another set of stone Guardians - the Guardian Angles 
which stand in front 
of the First Baptist 
Church of Greater 
Cleveland (built in 
1928). FBCGC was 
designed by the 
Walker and Weeks 
architecture firm.  
This is the same 
Frank Walker who 
was the architect 
for the Guardians 
of Traffic (1927).  The stone sculptor of our FBCGC’s 
Guardians was Walter Sinz (1881 – 1966) who was 
born here in Cleveland.  His best-known work was the 
Thompson Trophy- the prize for the premiere aircraft 
racing 1921-1961. He was educated at the Cleveland 
School of Art, where he also taught from 1911 to 1952.
Both sets of Guardians were of the similar Art-Deco of 
the period and stand to defend and protect.  Between 
you and me, I would love for the new Guardians to be 
more angelic in nature watching over our team and city 
than those standing over cars, buses, and trucks. Heaven 
knows that at the difficult moment in a game, fans might 
seek and ask for some Guardians who can offer a little 
‘divine assistance’ from above.  
Blessings,

https://en-academic.com/dic.nsf/enwiki/2017875

The Cleveland Guardians

Pastor Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor

August Birthdays
1st Martha Stromann
2nd Debbie Cornelius
4th Mary Wild
7th Chris Wright

8th Anita Hamdan
12th Middy Crellin
12th David Cumming
13th Monica Sturgis

15th Tracy Long
17th Darryl Robinson
18th Chris Tillman
19th Don Crellin

19th Priscilla Kingston
22nd Gregory Bagley
22nd Sylvia Workman
24th Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

29th Tammy Gordon
30th Joseph Belhobek

We 
Need 
You!
Children’s Ministries is looking for volunteers to serve 
in our toddler/preschool and elementary (K-4th) 
classes. All you need is a heart for children - training 
and support will be provided! Contact Rev. Sandra 
salexander@firstbaptistcleveland.org or Carly cmarino@
firstbaptistcleveland.org

FBC Youth Visit

The Youth Ministry had a fantastic time at our Topgolf 
outing! It was full of laughter, friends and food!

https://en-academic.com/dic.nsf/enwiki/2017875
mailto:salexander%40firtbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20more%20info%20about%20volunteering%20with%20the%20children.
mailto:cmarino%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20more%20info%20about%20volunteering%20with%20the%20children.
mailto:cmarino%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20more%20info%20about%20volunteering%20with%20the%20children.
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A big thank you to all of our volunteers who helped us 
with our July 10th food distribution. The Cleveland Food 
Bank provided us with potatoes, peaches, cucumbers, 

corn, kale and apples 
to distribute to our 
guests. We were able 
to serve 226 people 
in our community. 
Carole Negus and 

Kelley Pernicone were available to share information on 
opioid addiction and to pass out Narcan kits. Narcan is a 
medication that can reverse an overdose caused by an 
opiod drug. We also distributed books and DVD’s provided 
by the Friends of the Heights Libraries. Our next distribution 
will be August 7th from 10:00 PM to 12:00 PM. Please help 
us spread the word! We can always use more volunteers so 
if you’re interested in helping to fight food insecurity in our 
community contact Karen at kgill@firstbaptistcleveland.org.

Continuing To Fight Hunger by Karen Gill

Wednesdays  
in the Word  
The Passion Translation: 
The Passion Life Bible 
Study Series: The Book 
of Hebrews: Living Faith. 
– Men’s Group 
General Editor: Dr. Brian 
Simmons 
Facilitated by Eddie Wills 
Starting at 7:00 
PM via Zoom 
conferencing
Come, join the Men’s 
Bible Study and 
deepen your biblical 
understanding of the 
book of Hebrews. As 
stated by the author, “The book of Hebrews presents Jesus 
as gloriously divine, wonderfully human, and the fulfillment 
of the Old Testament. It is also one of God’s greatest 
gifts to His church as it provides an expository look at the 
person, life, covenant, sacrifice, and ministry of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is indeed greater than all others.” 
This magnificent book of the Bible leaves the reader with 
an incredibly rich understanding that “Jesus is better that 
everything that had come before and that would come 
after him.” Hebrews is relevant to every believer today. 
For it clearly states that Jesus is the same yesterday, and 
today and forever. Hebrews also contains the verse that 
sustains us through challenges as it reminds us that faith is 
confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what 
we do not see.  So, come let’s spur one another on as we 
meet together to learn more about Jesus, our high Priest, 
who offered for all time one sacrifice for sins. 
More information - firstbaptistcleveland.org/wednesdays

Christian Education Schedule
Come join us in upcoming Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday classes to grow in God’s Word. All of our 
Christian education activities have gone virtual. Email Rev. 
Sandra Alexander – salexander@firstbaptistcleveland.org 
to receive login instructions.

Greetings Women of First Baptist,  
After counting all the votes, here are the winning books for 
our summer reading challenge.   

Hello Beauty full by Elisa Morgan - 
Team Captain Sheri Stevens 
Don’t Die in the Winter: Your Season Is Coming 
by Dr. Millicent Hunter - Team Captain Lynne Liu 
Women of the Word: How to Study the Bible with 
Both Our Hearts and Our Minds by Jen Wilken - 
Team Captain Martha Lant  

If you would like to join a reading team, contact Rev. 
Sandra Alexander at salexander@firstbaptistcleveland.org.

Summer Reading Challenge

A day for connection, renewal, faith & fun.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 2021 
10:00 am- 4:30 PM at the Leanza Lake House 
There will be ample space to spread out on the deck  
and lawn as we enjoy the beauty of the lake.
Our program will feature 
devotions, music, small 
group discussions, prayer, 
time to exercise and to walk 
by the lake, along with good 
food & fellowship.
For more info or questions 
please ask Becky Chapman, 
Fran Leanza or Laura Preston.

One Day Women’s Retreat By Fran Leanza

As the United States and the globe 
deal with the death and devastation 
wrought by the coronavirus, American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies 

(ABHMS) and International Ministries (IM) seek COVID 
emergency support. This support will help families, 
churches and communities across the United States, 
Puerto Rico and countries around the world served by 
IM, through the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS).
Funds raised for relief across the United States and 
Puerto Rico will be utilized by ABHMS as part of an 
emergency strategic plan-COVID RECOVERY: Renewing 
Hope and Service-currently being developed to address 
the far-reaching needs created by the current pandemic. 
Specifically, donations to ABHMS’ OGHS appeal will assist 
with immediate needs, such as unemployment or loss 
of income, housing, hunger and access to healthcare. 
Donations will also fund programs supporting the well-
being and mental health of faith leaders, congregations 
and communities. 
Funds given to OGHS COVID RESPONSE: INTERNATIONAL 
for global relief will be used by IM to respond to requests 
by international partners for emergency grants. Gifts 
will meet immediate needs for feeding, housing and 
providing healthcare for persons impacted by COVID-19, 
with particular support for emergent and unmet needs of 
refugees, asylum seekers and immigrant populations. 
One hundred percent of donations will go to relief 
efforts; no dollars are retained for administrative costs.  
Watch for more information on how to donate.

One Great Hour of Sharing - 
Emergency COVID-19 response

By Annette Szalay

Right Now Media Library

Access thousands of titles on your 
computer, tablet or phone for FREE!  
If you are currently using or interested in 
using this library please let Rev. Sandra 
Alexander know through this form 
firstbaptistcleveland.org/rightnow

Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision meetings continue to meet 
every 3 weeks on Mondays, at 7:00 PM. 
If anyone is in need of a Stephen Minister during this 
difficult time, send a request to stephenministry@
firstbaptistcleveland.org or visit firstbaptistcleveland.org/
first-baptist-online/prayer-requests.

Stephen Ministry by Mari Schroeder-Jenkins

mailto:kgill%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20more%20info%20about%20the%20Mobile%20Pantry.
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/get-connected/wednesdays/
mailto:salexander%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20more%20information%20about%20Christian%20Education%20classes.
mailto:firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20am%20interested%20in%20Christian%20Education%20classes.
mailto:salexander%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20more%20information%20about%20the%20Summer%20Reading%20Challenge.
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/womens-one-day-retreat/
https://www.firstbaptistcleveland.org/one-great-hour-of-sharing/
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Nate Hurle-
Nate Hurle was born in 1974 in 
Wareham, MA. Nate graduated 
from Merrimack High School 
in 1992, then proceeded to 
earn his bachelor’s degree 
in Industrial Engineering 
from Rochester Institute of 
Technology in 1997. He began 
his career with the company 
Kodak in Rochester, New York. 
While working for Kodak he 
relocated to Xiamen, China for 
six months in 2000. He then returned to Rochester, before 
accepting a job at the Cleveland Clinic in 2007.
Nate was a valued caregiver at Cleveland Clinic for 
over 14 years, where he led a large team of continuous 
improvement professionals in the work of making things 
better for patients and caregivers across the healthcare 
system. His leadership in the field was widely recognized 
across healthcare and other industries. He changed the 
lives of thousands of caregivers and millions of patients at 
the Cleveland Clinic and beyond.
He was the loving father of Skyler, Sierra and Kyran; 
beloved son of Robert and Joan Hurle; dear brother of 
Mark (Julia), Michael (John Ramelli), Melinda Hurle and 
Megan Floyd (Larry); loving life partner of Heather Bell 
and her daughter Samantha Dolin. He is remembered 
most as being a loving father. He was actively involved 
in his kid’s life through coaching soccer, being on Shaker 
soccer and crew committees, and taking on many informal 
roles. Nate was also actively involved with programs in the 
Shaker community and programs with First Baptist Church 
of Greater Cleveland. He regularly participated in activities 
where he gave back to the community, while sharing his 
heart with many.
Nate was a very active man who ran many marathons 
and was most recently training for the 100 mile Velosano 
bike race. Riding his bike was something that he was 
extremely passionate about. This was a passion that he 
shared with his son Kyran and his girlfriend Heather. He 
became friends with every person he met; he knew no 
stranger. Nate was a kind and loving person who made 
everyone laugh. May his spirit be carried on and forever 
stay in our hearts.
In case you missed Nathan’s memorial service, you can, 
view it on our YouTube channel. 
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The Cleveland Life Institute serves as a brain trust for social entrepreneurs and nonprofit organizations that are committed to a social justice mission by 

enhancing their business sustainability and increase their impact.

Learn To
Start, Maintain or Grow

a Nonprofit Organization

Clelifeinstitute.orga: 3630 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44118   p: 216.932.7480

Scholarships Available 

Clelifeinstitute.org/Get-started
For More information or to register

info@Clelifeinstitute.org
a: 3630 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44118   p: 216-932-8551

Class Starts Sept 1, 2021

Emma Melton- 
Emma Melton was born Aug 
26, 1933, passed away June 3, 
2021. Born in Louisville, KY, she 
was the daughter of Jesse and 
Reella (Lackey) Alexander. A 
teacher for 36 years and known 
for local and international 
volunteer work, Emma served 
on the Cleveland Baptist 
Association board, lead the 
Anti-Defamation League’s World 
of Difference program, and 
facilitated workshops in China, Egypt, India, and Mexico. 
Her children Brady A. Melton (Angela), Cincinnati, OH, 
and Tia M. Melton, MD, Beachwood, OH; grandchildren 
Tia R. Melton, Tia M. Melton, and Mia M. Melton; brother 
Jesse Alexander Jr, Louisville, KY, and sister-in-law Norma 
Jean Alexander, Marietta, GA; and a host of loving nieces, 
nephews, cousins, Delta Sigma Theta Sorors, and friends 
cherish her memory. Husband Brady Melton, Jr., and 
brothers William E. and George W. Alexander proceeded 
her in death.

Ruth Brown Grooms-
Ruth Brown Grooms was born 
November 9, 1935, passed 
away June 29, 2021. It is in our 
most loving memory of Ruth 
Brown Grooms that we share 
that she went home to be with 
our Lord on June 29th, 2021. 
She is survived by her children 
Ronnie (Diana), Anthony, and 
Donna. An incredibly loving 
Mother, Grandmother, Great 
Grandmother, Sister, and Aunt. 
She was a lifetime member of The National Council of 
Negro Women. Her wisdom will live on through her 
legacy, which was to love faithfully, and to work hard. 

Remembering the families of three FBCGC congregation

Prayer By Mari Sshroeder-Jenkins
Group opportunities :
Sundays at 9 am in Fireside Room through Labor Day 
(depends on if service times change in fall) 
Thursdays at 6 pm  via zoom 
We always need people to pray 
from a list of requests that we 
receive (updated 2-3 times /
month). The only requirement 
is desire and ability to receive a 
confidential list via email.
Also need persons willing to 
pray with people after services – 
Contact Mari - prayer@fisrtsbaptistcleveland.org for more 
info.

Your online Amazon purchases can benefit FBC! When 
you shop on smile.amazon.com. Products marked “Eligible 
for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages 
donate 0.5% of the purchase price to “First Baptist 
Church of Greater Cleveland” when you select it as your 
charitable organization… happy shopping!

Your Amazon Purchases

Over three days this summer, our “campers” discovered 
how, through his life and death, “Jesus is the Light!” (“Follow 
Him!”) We learned new songs, made our own camping 
lanterns, got drenched in the water balloon fight, and even 
celebrated with a campfire and s’mores. Thank you to 
everyone who helped make this VBS happen: Rev. Sandra 
Alexander Haynes, Jessica Chapman Martinez, Kelley “Sally 
Spruce” Pernicone, and April Shepherd. 

Thanks for joining us at Camp Out VBS! 

mailto:prayer%40fisrtsbaptistcleveland.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20more%20information%20about%20prayer%20opportunities.
https://smile.amazon.com


 

 
 

 

  

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Dated Material: August 1, 2021 
Thanks for prompt delivery!
Church Office - 216.932.7480 
The Children’s Center - 216.371.9394
FirstBaptistCleveland.org 
office@firstbaptistcleveland.org

Facebook/First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland

Moderator: Dan Mizener 
Vice Moderator: Kim Kidd-Collins 
Treasurer: Ralph Hise 
Clerk: Melinda Burns 
Personnel: Marty Capers

Children’s Center: Frank Marino

Communication & Outreach: Debra Hegler  
 Greeters, Welcome Center, Marketing, 
 & Communications

Discipleship: Dana Capers 
 Discipleship Classes, Children’s Ministry,  
 Youth Ministry, & Covenant Groups

Fellowship & Nurture: Kristin Roberts 
 Stephen Ministry, Deacons,  
 & New Member Orientation

Stewardship: Lynne Liu

Finance & Property: Jennifer Whatley-Williams

Missions & Social Concerns: Carolyn Neal

Worship and Fine Arts: Carole Negus

2021 FBC Lay Leadership

Tower Tidings
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Watch Sermons Online

Miss a sermon 
or want to hear 
one again?

youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q

Ministries
Rev. Dr. Kregg F. Burris - Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra Alexander-Haynes -  
Associate Pastor/Christian Education
Carly Marino - Director of Children’s Ministry
Ship Collins - Director of Youth Ministry
Music Ministries
Stephanie Price - Director of Music
Betty Meyers - Associate Director of Music
Brian Kozak - Director of Contemporary Music

Marketing/Photography/Video
Greg Beckner - Web Design/Publicity/Social Media

Office 
Star Knuckles - Executive Assistant/Office Admin.

The Children’s Center
Jane Pernicone - Director

Serving in Ministry

 
Send content for the next issue by Aug. 15th to Greg 
gbeckner@firstbaptistcleveland.org Issue mailed Sept.1 

http://firstbaptistcleveland.org
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Question%20About%20First%20Baptist%20Church
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGPcB14N9TRe50jES6uHK7Q
mailto:office%40firstbaptistcleveland.org?subject=Tower%20Tiding%20Content%20Included

